
THE GREEK JUDICIAL SYSTEM 
 
 

1. COURTS OF ORDINARY JURISDICTION 
 

(a) Civil Cases 
 
 

The Supreme Court (Areios Pagos - Άρειος Πάγος) 
 
The Supreme Court has jurisdiction to hear actions in cassation only on matters such as errors in law in 
decisions made by any civil court. The Supreme Court also has jurisdiction, unless there is provision to 
the contrary, over petitions for referral, such as for the removal of judges from a multi-member civil courts 
if the court which issued the decision challenged by the judicial remedy no longer exists.  
 
 
 

Courts of Appeal (Ephetion - Εφετείο) 
 
Appeals against the decisions of the Single-Member and Multi-Member Courts of First Instance within 
their district fall within the jurisdiction of the Courts of Appeal. 
 
 
 

Courts of First Instance (Protodikion - Πρωτοδικείο) 
 
Disputes which can be expressed in monetary terms are subject to these courts when the value of the 
object at dispute is above a certain sum but does not exceed € 80,000 and are heard by a single judge in 
the Court of First Instance. Regardless of the value of the item at dispute, a single judge also has 
jurisdiction over employment and collective agreement disputes, social security disputes, automobile 
accident insurance disputes and specific matters of family law. All disputes over which the Courts of the 
Peace or Single-Member Courts of First Instance do not have jurisdiction, as well as appeals against the 
decisions of Courts of the Peace within their district, will be decided by a panel of three judges of the 
Court of first Instance. 

 
 

Courts of the Peace (Eirinodikio - Ειρινοδικειο) 
 
These courts have jurisdiction over all disputes assessable in monetary terms the value of which does not 
exceed € 12,000, all rental agreement disputes and minor real property disputes. 
 
 
(b) Penal Cases 
 
The courts of civil jurisdiction also hear penal cases (as courts of penal jurisdiction). The philosophy of the 
system is the same, but there are some differences. So 
 
General Jurisdiction 
 
• Crimes punished with imprisonment of up to one month are heard by the Courts of Peace;  
• Crimes punished with imprisonment of up to three months are heard by the One-Member Court of 

First Instance; 
• Crimes punished with imprisonment of up to five years are heard by the Three-Member Court of 

First Instance; 
• Crimes punished with imprisonment longer than five years are heard by a mixed jury (3 Court of 

First Instance judges – 4 civilians); 
• Appeals against these decisions are heard by a mixed jury (3 Appeal judges – 4 civilians); 
• Crimes committed by minors are heard by the Minors’ Courts; 
• Appeals against these decisions are heard by the Minors’ Court of Appeals. 



Special Jurisdiction 
 
• Certain crimes punished with imprisonment of up to five years (e.g. concerning the forests and 

urbanism legislation, cheques, social security contributions and taxation) are heard by the One-
Member Court of First Instance; 

• Crimes punished with imprisonment of up to three months and committed by special categories of 
people (e.g. lawyers and judges) are heard by the Three-Member Court of First Instance; 

• Certain crimes committed by special categories of people and punished with imprisonment longer 
than five years, are heard by the Three-Member Court of Appeals; 

• Appeals against these decisions are heard by the Five-Member Court of Appeals. 
 
Each Court hears the appeals against the decisions of the immediately lower court (e.g. appeals against 
One-Member Court of First Instance decisions are heard by the Three-Member Court of First Instance). 
 
The Supreme Court has the same powers as in civil jurisdiction. It also hears cases concerning crimes 
committed by Members of Parliament and Ministers during their term of office and concerning the 
exercise of their office. 
 
 
2. ADMINISTRATIVE COURTS 
 
The administrative courts try administrative and taxation disputes, as well as disputes concerning other 
claims against the State, including delictual ones. Administrative disputes concern either the annulment of 
an administrative act or a claim against the State or both.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Council of State (Symvoulio tis Epikrateias - Συµβούλιο της Επικρατείας) 
 
This court has general jurisdiction over actions for annulment of administrative acts, actions of civil 
servants against the State, and actions in cassation against the decisions of the lower courts. 

Administrative Court of Appeals (Dioikitiko Epheteio - ∆ιοικητικό Εφετείο) 
 
This court has special jurisdiction over certain actions for annulment of administrative acts, special 
jurisdiction over certain claims against the State (main example: public works), and appeals against 
decisions of the Administrative Courts of First Instance. 

Administrative Court of First Instance (Dioikitiko Protodikeio - ∆ιοικητικό Πρωτοδικείο) 
 
This court has special jurisdiction over actions for annulment of administrative taxation acts, and general 
jurisdiction over claims against the State, including people’s objections against State’s monetary orders 
issued against them (other than taxes, e.g. administrative fines). 



 
 
 
 


